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The following are the 36th AMBYESE Conference’s 

Platinum Sponsors: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

The AMBYESE family and organization would like to thank all their 

sponsors. Without your contributions, our programs would not be 

possible. 
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Affiliates and Resources 

Company Name Logo Websites 
American Express 

The American Express 

Company, also known as 

AMEX, is an American 

multinational financial 

services corporation 

headquartered in New York 

City. 

 

americanexpress.com 

PepsiCo 

PepsiCo Inc. is an American 

multinational food, snack, 

and beverage corporation 

headquartered in Purchase, 

NY, with interests in the 

manufacturing, marketing, 

and distribution of grain-

based snack foods, beverages 

and other products. 

 pepsico.com 
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AMBYESE Conference is dedicated to 

 

The Harms of Vaping 

The AMBYESE organization would like to dedicate the 36th annual 

conference to the harmful health affects of vaping 
 

 

 

November 9, 2019 

Dear Students, Educators, Parents and Corporate Participants and Distinguished Guests: 

The extended family of the Annual Multicultural Business Youth Educational Services 

Embarkment (AMBYESE) welcomes you to the 36th Conference. 

The 36th AMBYESE conference is dedicated to “The Harms of Vaping.” 

Why? Because of the harmful health affects to persons using vaping products, especially our 

youth, AMBYESE dedicates the 36th annual conference to raise awareness of its catastrophic 

dangers to all users:  

What Parents Need to Know About E-Cigarettes and Vaping: 
 

As a parent, I understand the continuous worry that looms in the back of our minds when we think 

about our children and their future. Their self-esteem, education, friendships, emotions and ability to 

interact with others are just a few of the countless facets of their lives we stress about. Unfortunately, 

we must add the dangers of alcohol, drugs, and now vaping to the list.  

 

 Over the last three years, we have seen the use of e-cigarettes (aka Juuls, vaping) skyrocket among 

middle and high school students. I was struck when a friend of mine told me she suggested to her 18 

year old son that he stop vaping due to his constant cough, and he replied “everyone is vaping, mom.” 

The pressure for students to engage in Juuling, however, does not stem from their peers alone. Yes, 
they may be the ones offering the devices to each other, but directly behind these products are the 

tobacco companies and their economic push to market to youths. Just as they have done in the past 

with cigarettes, e-cigs are being marketed to young adults to fool them into thinking they will be 

“cooler,” “beautiful,” “glamorous,” and “more accepted.” There are vaping cartridges on the market 

such as chocolate, s’more, Gummy Bear and Skittle flavored that are clearly targeted to a younger 

generation. They have learned to play to the insecurities of our adolescents while they are just learning 

how to be themselves and building self- confidence. It is hard to think of a more heartless and selfish 

business than that of the tobacco company.  
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 The risks of this new fad are becoming well known and are more palpable than even cigarette smoking 

due to the acuity of some presentations of illness. A rapid progressive lung injury can leave patients 

on oxygen at a young age or can even claim lives if severe. The long term effects are yet to be 

determined given these products have only been available for 10 years. It is a shame that our brilliant 
scientists and physicians have to spend their time and effort working towards identifying vaping 

consequences on the body and how to fix them rather than focusing on less self-inflicted illnesses such 

as ALS, Parkinsons, childhood cancers, and genetic diseases.  

 

 I urge parents to stay connected with their children and talk about the effects of vaping/Juuling and 

the push from the tobacco industry to hook them in their youth. Write your congress representative and 

tell them to vote for change. It’s true that knowledge is power and the more we educate our children, 

the more we can trust that they will make the right decision when faced with difficult situations. 

 

https://www.checkupnewsroom.com/what-parents-need-to-know-about-e-cigarettes-and-vaping/ 
 

 

At today’s conference, you will learn how to apply your present-day school knowledge towards 

developing career objectives. The Conference is made available to all students by way of funding 

and-in- kind services from AMBYESE’s partners and supporters. They are featured in the 

conference journal. A conference schedule is included in this journal that sets forth the agenda 

for today and the professional careers you will learn about. 

AMBYESE provides programs for a number of qualifying students. They include annual 

initiatives consisting of four program phases: 1) AMBYESE Conference, 2) S.T.A.F.F. - Student 

Tracking & Academic Fulfillment Force, 3) Y.E.S., I Can-Youth Endeavoring to Succeed, I Can 

Summer College Prep Program, and 4) AMBYESE’s Student Job Shadowing Program. 

The conference’s corporate partners, their employees, its partnering schools, and parents are all 

working with AMBYESE to pave the way for you very deserving college-bound students and 

future leaders. By your attendance, you are joining the thousands of former AMBYESE students 

who have already earned undergraduate, graduate, and professional degrees. We’re passionate 

and honored to assist our nation by working in concert with schools, parents, corporate and 

nonprofit partners in preparing students for the challenges ahead in the twenty-first STEM driven 

subjects’ century. 

AMBYESE remains steadfast in its commitment to making a measurable educational difference 

in the lives of multicultural college-bound participants from schools across Connecticut and 

Metropolitan New York who participate in the 36th AMBYESE conference.  

 

It’s noteworthy to mention that since its inception, in excess of $17 million dollars in 

scholarships has been awarded to AMBYSE's participating students, which has allowed them to 

earn their undergraduate, graduate and professional degrees. 

https://www.checkupnewsroom.com/what-parents-need-to-know-about-e-cigarettes-and-vaping/
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As a final note, to speak to AMBYESE’s progressive approach to education and non-profit 

design, an online pilot program was developed this year for the ELA portion of the YES I Can 

program where instruction was delivered 100% online using Google classroom. When surveyed, 

students gave extremely positive feedback in terms of the course’s design and learning outcomes. 

We look forward to using this style of virtual learning in the future to expand our reach. 

 

 

God Bless America! 

Sincerely, 

 

Wendell L. Johnson - Founder and Chief Executive Officer  

Jayme Beckham - Conference Chairperson and Secretary of the AMBYESE Board of Directors 

 
THE 36Th AMBYESE CONFERENCE EXTENDS A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE 
FOLLOWING FOR THEIR INVALUABLE SUPPORT: 
 

• Terri & Colin Parris 
• Andrea & John Howell 
• The Flaherty Family 
• Brenda & Gregory Smith 
• Eileen & Richard Wright 
• The Reale Family 
• The Donikena Family 
• Deborah & Stephen Mitchell 
• Mr. Somaskandan Natarajan 
• Rita & Clifton Oates 
• Esperanza Tisdale 
• Margery Tymula 
• Sandra Pryor 
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We are delighted to be partnered with such a wonderful institution, and wonderful people, in a 

concerted effort toward providing our students with the most prestigious educational experiences 

available across the nation. 

Students who are applying for admission to the University of Notre Dame's Summer Programs 

must be sure to send an email to wendell.johnson@ambyese.com stating that they are applying 

so he can inform UND that the student is from the AMBYESE organization. 

They must also mention the same when they submit their application. 

 

Please note the following student was a recipient of an University of Notre Dame’s 
Summer Pre-College Program scholarship earmarked for AMBYESE/ Y.E.S., I Can 
students ... The scholarship is valued at $3,700. 
 
Avery Turton 
My Notre Dame Experience 
        As soon as I stepped foot onto Notre Dame’s campus, I was in love; I knew that 
this is where I wanted to spend the next four years of my life. The big and beautiful 
campus was exuberating with color and life. When taking a tour of the campus, I could 
see why students dream of attending the university and why it is an honor to attend 
such a prestigious university. Notre Dame has always been a school I wanted to go to, 
but after attending a program there for two weeks, it became my number one choice for 
college. 
The Summer Scholar Program was very diverse and there were people from all over the 
country and the world. From the orientation to the last day of classes, the counselors 
and the students were welcoming and there was never a point where I felt left out. 
There was never a dull moment in the program. We always had activities to do such as 
icebreakers to get to know one another, bookstore basketball, class trips, section 
activities, and much more. My favorite activity had to be bookstore basketball because 
my team made it to the championship, which was hosted in the new practice facility and 
everyone in the program was watching. My team ended up losing by five points, but I 
had a good game and we all had a lot of fun. 
The counselors were like our big brothers and sisters, and our dorm sections became 
very close. My roommate was from South Sudan, which was really cool and he was 
amazing. There were about four other kids in my dorm section that were in the same 
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track (marketing) that I was in, so we became close pretty quickly. In addition, there 
were two kids that were also from Westchester, NY just like I was, so we also became 
close quickly. In general, my dorm section was definitely the best and we still are in 
contact with each other now. 
My marketing class was also a joy to be with, especially with two of the best professors 
in the program and at Notre Dame. The class itself was intriguing, but the professors 
made it ten times better. Each day for the afternoon class we would go on a field trip to 
different nonprofit organizations to learn their different marketing techniques and 
strategies. We were put into five groups and each group had one of the nonprofit 
organizations to study. By the end of the two weeks each group had to present about 
their organization to the class. In the presentations, we had suggestions to the five 
nonprofit organizations and the professors shared our presentations to them. My group 
got the most votes for the best presentation, which was an honor. There was never a 
dull moment in my marketing class; even though it was lectures, we all had a wonderful 
time. 
My entire experience at Notre Dame was unforgettable and I would consider it the best 
two-week experience of my life. My initial thought was that I was going to probably get 
homesick after the first week, but gladly I was never once homesick. I wish the program 
was longer because at the end of it, many people were crying and very sad to go, 
including me. Every single day held a different and unpredictable experience. All of the 
friends I’ve met and built relationships with and the knowledge I learned from an 
astonishing marketing class will stay with my forever. Hopefully I can attend such a 
phenomenal university and get the full Notre Dame experience for four wondrous years. 
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The 36th AMBYESE Conference Schedule/Agenda 

November 9, 2019 

 

 

Annual Multicultural Business Youth Educational Services 

Embarkment 

Start 

Time 

End Time Location Activity 

9:15 a.m. 10:00 a.m. MPR University of Notre Dame Pre-college program 

Introduction 

10 a.m. 10:05 a.m. 

5 min. presentation 

MPR Welcoming remarks: Mr. Wendell L. Johnson, CEO 
& Founder of the AMBYESE program 

10:05 a.m. 10:10 a.m. 

5 min. presentation 

MPR Conference Overview: Bailey Brown, Program 
Director, AMBYESE 

10:10 a.m. 10:15 a.m. 

5 min. presentation 

 Y.E.S I can experience: Viktoria Wulff-Andersen, 

Y.E.S. I Can Student 

10:15 a.m. 10:20 a.m. 

5 min. presentation 

MPR Praxair Experience: John Alex, Y.E.S I Can Student 

10:20 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

10 min. presentation 

MPR Alumni experience: Akibo Watson, Former Y.E.S I 

Can student and program alumni  

Introducing Viktoria Wulff-Andersen, Mistress of 

Ceremonies 

10:30 a.m. 10:32 a.m. 

2 min. introduction 

MPR Ms. Viktoria Wulff-Andersen, Mistress of 

Ceremonies – introducing Esperanza Teasdale of 

PepsiCo 

10:32 a.m. 11:15 a.m. 

45 min. presentation 

MPR  Overview of PepsiCo- Esperanza Teasdale of 

PepsiCo 

11:15 a.m. 11:20 a.m. 

15 minutes 

BREAK Participants take a movement break 

11:20 a.m. 12:05 p.m. 

45 min. presentation 

MPR CIA Presentation- Beverly B 

12:10 p.m. 12:45 p.m. 

50 minute lunch 

MPR LUNCH 

12:50 p.m. 12:55 p.m. 

Praxair Student 

Presentation 

MPR Praxair experience: Rachana Somaskandan, Y.E.S. I 

Can Student 

12:55 p.m. 1:40 p.m. 

45 min. presentation 

MPR Praxair Inc., Role Models talk about careers at their 

company: John Sirman Linde, Ph.D.  

1:40 p.m. 2:40 p.m. 

45 min. presentation 

MPR Stamford Hospital – presentation about healthcare – 

Presenter: Caroline Gulati M.D. 

2:40 p.m. 2:45 p.m. 

5 min. break 

BREAK Participants take a movement break 

2:45 p.m. 2:50 p.m. 

5 min. presentation 

MPR Spiro Milas, Westhill Guidance Counselor 

presentation 

2:50 p.m. 2:55 p.m. 

5 min. presentation 

MPR American Express Gift Card Drawing 

2:55 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 

presentation 

MPR Conference Adjournment  
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 ~Board of Directors~ 
 

  

Jayme Beckham, Henry Abbott Technical High School 

Crystal N. March-Brinkley, M.D., Best Now 

Dr. Paulette G. Curtis, University of Notre Dame 

John H. Howell, CPA, Retired Partner, Ernest & Young 

Vanessa Abrahams-John, Esq., Praxair Inc. 

Wendell L. Johnson, Cofounder and CEO 

Dr. Colin Parris, GE Software Research 

Dee Raffington, Wells Fargo 

Terry Reilly, UCONN-Stamford 

Dr. Brenda L. Smith, United Nations / Retired School 

Superintendent, Mount Vernon, NY 

Esperanza Teasdale, PepsiCo 

Michelle J. Wheeler, Entrepreneur 

Angie Yugo, University of Notre Dame 
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The 36th AMBYESE Conference Steering Committee 
The 36th AMBYESE Conference Steering Committee Membership Team 

• Bailey Brown, PhD Student Ford Foundation Fellow Department of Sociology, Columbia 

University -Conference Co-Chair  

• Jayme Beckham, Assistant Principal CT Vocational/Technical Schools - Conference Co-

Chair 36th AMBYESE Conference 

• Vanessa Abraham-Johns, Esq. Linde Inc.- Conference Co-Chair 

• Dr. Brenda Smith, United Nations- Conference Co-chair 

• Dee Raffington, Wells Fargo- Conference Co-chair 

• MAJ (R) William Weber SAI 

• Westhill High School JROTC Dept.-   Conference Co-Chair 

• John H. Howell, CPA - Logistics Coordinator 

• Spiro Milas, Guidance Counselor, Westhill High School - presenter 

• Kathy Harrison, UCONN-Stamford- Conference Coordinator  

• Akibo Watson, AMBYESE Alumni Association - presenter and introduction of Mistress of 

Ceremony 

• Viktoria Wulff-Andersen- Mistress of Ceremonies- Danbury High School Presenter 

• John Alex, Mount Vernon High School-presenter 

• Rachana Somaskandan, Stamford High School- presenter 

•  Anna Flaherty, Immaculate High School, conference registration/ Amex Card raffle team 

• Aryan Donikena, Westhill High School Student, conference registration/ Amex Card raffle 

team  

•  Kate Mitchell, Immaculate High School conference registration/ Amex Card raffle team  

• Wendell L. Johnson, Ex officio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 36th AMBYESE Conference is especially grateful to Jayme Beckham for designing the 

program journal. 

 
 
 

AMBYESE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD 
 

Bailey A. Brown - President 
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PhD Student, Department of Sociology 
Columbia University 

U of Penn,'13 
Michaela Anderson, Drexel 

University,'14 

Stacey Baradit, President, 

Williams College,'09 

Charly Almonte, University of 

Mass,'12 

Aamir Aziz, UConn,'14 

Madiya A. Aziz, UConn,'11, 

NY College of Podiatric 

Medicine, ‘15 

Evan Bailey, Drexel 

University,'11 

Morgan Bartz, Swarthmore 

College,'14 

Bailey A. Brown, U of 

Penn,'13 

March-Brinkley, M.D., 

Northwestern, '01 Mayo 

Clinic,'05 

Naggie Bozzuti, Saint 

Michael's College,'14 

Fatima Butt, Pace U.’12 

Samantha E. Colon, Indiana 

U,'14 

CDT Julian Christe, United 

States Military Academy,'11 

Likuvi K. Chebelyon-Dalizu, 

Wooster PolyTech 

Institute,’11 

Jacqueline Coraizaca, Central 

CT State University,'15 

Leslie Duran, Boston U,'13 

Melissa Duren, Fordham U,'08 

Jose Espinosa, Amherst 

College,'11 

Paloma Ferreira, Bentley 

College,’10 

Julia H. Gelissen, Junior, 

Ithaca College,'14 

Gerardo Gandara, Western 

CT State University,'15 

Minuette M. Griffin, AZ State 

U,'13 

Andrea Hajj, Western CT 

State University,'15 

Jaleesa Harrigan, Howard 

U,'14 

Jacqueline Hermes, Mount 

Saint Mary,'09 

Shaquella Howard, UConn,'14 

Leslie F. Johnson, Florida A & 

M, School of Business,'95 

Terry Randell Jones, Jr., U. S. 

Merchant Marine 

Academy,'13 

Kevin L. Kendall, RPI,'14 

Courtney Mannino, Brown 

University’11 & Medical 

School,'15 

Eshan Mehta, Indiana 

University,'15 

Navadi Men, Western CT 

State University,'15 

Sarah Menichelli, WCSU,’10 

Sarah Michalka, Siena 

College,'14 

Esti Nof, UConn,'14 

Quynh T. Nguyen, University 

of VA,'10 

Paige Pavone, Harvard 

University,'11 

Ashley G. Reazer, Southern 

CT State U.,'13 

Terrence Robinson, 

Hampden-Sydney College,'15 

Christopher Rotante, Drexel 

University,'11 

Christopher M. Shafer, 

Lafayette University,’10 

Sana A. Samnani, UConn,'11 

Carl Soares, UConn,'11 

Christopher Soares, UConn’08 

& UConn Dental School,'12 

Catherine Trieu, Bucknell 

University,'10 

Michelle Johnson-Wheeler, 

UMASS,'88Kimberly 

Williams, UCLA,'09 

Catika P. Wright, WCSU,'13 

Sarah Ballentine, Penn 

State,'16 

Russell Fink, University of 

New Hampshire,'16 

Abdullah Hasan, UConn, '16 

Nelson Merchan, Jr. 

UConn,'16 

Brian Michalka, Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute,'16 

Katie Olyha, UConn,'16 

Brook Ferraro, University of 

North Carolina at Charlotte, 

’17 

Daniel Garvin, Bryant 

University, ’17 

Jonathan Hart, Widener 

University, 17 

Darnel Pittman, Bentley 

University, ’17 

Tracey Raymond, New York 

University, ’17 

Rejon Taylor, Becker College, 

’16 

Sarah Whalen, Quinnipac 

University, ’17 

Rares Barbu, UConn, ‘18 

Darcy Curillo, UConn, ‘18 

Jhansi Edwards, UConn, ‘18 

Hue Ha, Western CT State 

University, ‘18 

Navia Hall, UCon, ‘18 

Ketsia LeFranc, UConn, ‘18 

Merlina Escorcia, UConn, ‘18 

Courtlen Oates, Case Western 

Reserve University, ‘18 

Jasmine Patel, UConn, ‘18 

Hector Reyes, Fairfield 

University, ‘18 

Ashish Ramachandran, NYU, 

‘18 

Ozzie Acuna, UCONN, ‘19 

Rafael Cardoso, WCSU, ‘19 

Britney Reynolds, UCONN, 

‘19 

Drew Valentine, Cornell, ‘19 

Akibo Watson, State U of NY 

at Binghamtom, ‘19 
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Abigail Curillo, Earlham 

College, ‘20 

Lorena Curtis, Boston 

University, ‘20 

Cheyenne Blake, Fairchild, 

Fairfield University, ‘20 

Ivans Esperance, St. John’s 

University, ‘20 

Pablo Idrovo, Fairfield 

University, ‘20 

Tracey Raymond, NYU, ‘17 

Rares Barbu, UCONN, ‘18 

William Phillips, SUNY 

Buffalo 

Allan Quade, UCONN 

Shalini Shial, UCONN 

Efrain Gonzalez, UCONN 

Anna Adebambo, WCSU 

Michelle Curtis, UConn, ‘22 

Linda Thach, Yale ‘22 

Trinity Jackson, SUNY LI, ’22  

Messiah Brown, Mercy 

College, ‘23 

Jenna Coladarci, Suffolk U., 

’23  

Victoria Gomez-Small, 

Northeast U ’23  

Pranav Mahesh, Georgia 

Tech. ‘23 

Chris Sanchez, Northeast U., 

’23  

Callie Valenzisi, McGill U. ‘23 

Netanya Williams, UConn., 

‘23 

 

 

 

The Alumni Association Congratulates recent graduates 

 

Congratulations to Mount Vernon High School’s Class of 
2019 Victoria Gomez-Small and Messiah Brown for being named 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian, respectively. These two   very bright 
and talented scholars were enrolled in AMBYESE / Y.E.S., I 
Can   programs, so we take special pride in saluting them for their 
monumental academic achievements! Now we welcome them as 
active members of the AMBYESE Alumni Association. 
 

 

Alumni Association President 
Bailey Brown is a current Doctoral Candidate in Sociology at Columbia 
University. She also received her Master’s Degree in Sociology from 
Columbia University and her undergraduate degree (Cum Laude) in 
Sociology from the University of Pennsylvania. Bailey Brown is a current 
Ford Foundation Award recipient. During her time as a graduate student 
she has taught courses in Sociology of Education and interned for the Office 
of Work/Life, the Office of Multicultural Affairs and the Office of Academic 
Diversity.  As a former AMBYESE student, Bailey continues to volunteer for 
the organization.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 9, 2019 
 
Dear Student / Parents and Supporters, 
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As we continue to focus on discovering new ways to strengthen AMBYESE's striving for 
excellence initiatives, I am reminded that within our extended AMBYESE family lies an 
abundance of very talented stakeholders we can utilize to accomplish our objective. 
Many of your sons / daughters have been actively involved in AMBYESE endeavors, so 
that illustrates your interest and commitment. 
Thus, I am endeavoring to develop a select group of AMBYESE's parents and students 
to become members of the CEO's Parent / Student Executive Council. 
 
•This past April we successful launched the first of its kind Scientific. Lab Symposium. 
The details are included in this program journal. 
 
•Additionally we converted our renowned summer college-prep program known as 
Y.E.S., I Can from a daily classroom environment to a totally virtual program— with the 
exception of scheduling intriguing weekly field trips. Detail information is also included in 
this program journal. 
 
We’re still in the process of identifying and retaining a grant writer to increase our 
annual revenues, so we can continue to provide basic student services at no charge to 
all students. 
 
Furthermore, it’s essential that we stay abreast of what academic qualifications and 
work skills students must possess in order to meet corporations workplace requirements 
in today’s digital society as they prepare to 
matriculate towards earning their undergraduate degrees. 
 
We have established a core group of volunteers to assist the council with planning and 
implementing various projects throughout the course of the year. 
 
•In conjunction with the above, I am especially proud of Antonio Reale, who’s a senior at 
Stonington High School. He has been involved in AMBYESE programs for the past two-
years. As such, he became so impressed that he has asked me to serve as his mentor 
for the development and implementation of his senior year project for Stonington High 
School. The mission of Antonio’s senior year project is: To recruit Stonington High 
School’s college-bound sophomore and juniors for enrollment in AMBYESE programs 
throughout 2019 and 2020 and for potential enrollment at UCONN’s Avery Point 
campus after they have earned their diplomas at Stonington High School. 
 
•I am equally proud of the following members this council for serving as members on the 
36th AMBYESE Conference Steering Committee: 
•Bailey Brown 
•Jayme Beckham 

• Dr. Colin Parris, GE 
• Vanessa Abrahams-Johnson, Esq., Linde Inc. 
• Dee Raffington, Wells Fargo 
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• Dr. Brenda Smith, United Nations 
• MAJ (R) William Weber WAI Westhill High School JROTC Dept. 
•   John H. Howell, CPA 
• Spiro Milas, Guidance Counselor, Westhill High School 
•  Kathy Harrison, UCONN-Stamford 
• Lori Hancock, STS 
• Akibo Watson, AMBYESE Alumni Association 
• Vanessa Gomez, Esq. 
• John Alex, Mount Vernon High School 
• Viktoria  Wulff-Andersen, Danbury High School 
• Rachana Somaskandan, Stamford High School 
• Anna Flaherty, Immaculate High School 
• Aryan Donikena, Westhill High School 
• Kate Mitchell, Immaculate High School, 
• Antonio Reale, Stonington High School. 

 
•A special thanks to Ralph and Lisa Valenzisi for becoming volunteers for our new 
outreach initiative. Their daughter Callie was enrolled in our programs for two- years 
and she is now in her freshman year at McGill University. 
 
Thank you all for your abundant support. 
 
As we continue our outreach, please be reminded that if you are interested in serving on 
this committee, please contact me (ambyese@gmail.com) 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Wendell L. Johnson 
Chief Executive Officer 
Website: ambyese@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 

Schools Represented at the 
36th AMBYESE Conference 

 
Danbury High School 

mailto:ambyese@gmail.com
mailto:ambyese@gmail.com
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Brien McMahon 

Immaculate High School 

Mount Vernon High School 

Stamford High School 

Westhill High School 

Woodlands High School 

Norwalk Early College Academy 

Iona Prepatory 

Henry Abbott Technical High School 

Stonington High School 

Mount Vernon STEAM Academy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Y.E.S I Can Program Student Roster 
First Name Last Name High School 

Samuel Wulff-Andersen Danbury High School 

Cecilia  Coleman  Westhill High School 
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Viktoria Wulff-Andersen Danbury High School 

Kate Mitchell Immaculate High School 

Ross Relator Immaculate High School 

Rachana Somaskandan Stamford High School 

John Alex Mount Vernon High School 

Aryan  Donikena Westhill High School 

Anna Flaherty Immaculate High School 

Y.E.S. I Can Faculty 2019: Maryann Quermorllue (Math/Science Instructor), Jayme Beckham 

(Business and Educational Consultant & and ELA instructor), and Bailey Brown (Doctoral 

Candidate and Columbia University).  

Youth Endeavoring to Succeed (YES) I Can Program 

2019 Overview 

The YES I Can Program is a three week intensive online program. The 2019 classes were held 

virtually in August. 

The curriculum is designed to develop a sense of empowerment, victory over obstacles, and 

success through perseverance in all students. YES I Can students spend each day alternating 

between Science, Math and English classes, all with a focus on SAT preparation and student 

development. A new addition to the curriculum was a segment on College and Career Readiness. 

Field trips to Praxair and PepsiCo were provided to encourage students to learn as much as 

possible about the professional world during the three week program, and students also visited 

the CT Science Center. 

 

 
The Y.E.S. I Can Program is for all students interested in 

pursuing careers in business, science, technology, and/or 
engineering, math, healthcare, law, or multimedia. 

 
Purpose: To enhance the academic skills of high school 

students in order to improve their likelihood of success in 
college, and ultimately in life. The program focuses on 

potential business, multimedia, engineering, and science 
careers, and includes basic to advanced math, science, and 
English/LA instruction. The program targets students who 

have been identified by their schools as having high 
potential, but who may not be motivated to pursue a post high 

school degree, as well as targeting students who are 
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on the fast track and/or taking college level courses. This 
combination of students with eclectic goals has proved 

highly effective since the inception of this unique 
program. 

Y.E.S I Can Field Trips | Student Essays 

By Cecelia Coleman 
Eastern Connecticut State University Y.E.S., I Can Field Trip 
 
I wasn’t sure what to expect from this field trip when I got on the bus at 7:30 in the 
morning. I knew we were heading to Eastern Connecticut State University, but I didn’t 
know what we were going to do or who we were going to meet. When we arrived, we 
got off the bus and met Jaden, who would be our tour guide for the campus tour. 
However, first, we met a few administrators of ECSU and listened to a presentation from 
one of the admissions counselors. Jaden took us to the Communications building and 
led us to a medium-sized classroom where Dr. Stacey Close, Dr. Carmen Cid, Dr. 
Elizabeth Scott, and Sierra awaited us. Everyone got settled and introduced 
themselves. I had met Dr. Close before at the Scientific Lab Symposium held at UConn 
Stamford by AMBYESE. He was the Assoc. Provost and the Vice President for Equity & 
Diversity at ECSU. Dr. Scott was the Dean of Education and Dr. Cid was the Dean of 
Arts & Sciences. They all emphasized the importance of learning a little in many areas 
of study, which is one of the goals at ECSU as a public liberal arts school. Dr. Cid 
provided examples of majors and minors that pair well together to provide a well-
rounded resume. I found all this refreshing, because there is often a lot of pressure to 
pick just one thing to do for the rest of your life. After they had finished, Sierra, the 
admissions counselor, gave her presentation. It was very thorough and highlighted the 
diversity of the student body, the many clubs and events that take place around 
campus, and the small size of the classes at ECSU. I liked that the classes were 
capped at 40 students, because it can make it easier to have a relationship between the 
professors and the students. When Sierra finished and answered our questions we went 
on to the campus tour with Jaden. I thought the campus was beautiful, and I liked the 
suite-style dorms. We got to see a few of the newer buildings and got to see inside one 
of the theatres and concert halls at ECSU. The spaces were amazing and very 
technologically advanced. Most of all, I appreciated that the Science Hall recycled water 
from small ponds outside, tried to use natural lighting as often as possible, and used 
solar power. In today’s world, sustainable energy is crucial. After that, we were provided 
with a nice lunch, before leaving for our next destination.    I really enjoyed the 
atmosphere at ECSU and found everyone there very kind and helpful. Learning about 
college life, the admissions process, and visiting colleges is especially important for me 
now that I’m entering my junior year. I will definitely keep my experience at ECSU in 
mind when creating a list of colleges I want to apply to. 

 

By Anna Flaherty 
Dr. Henry Lee’s Forensic Laboratory at the University of New Haven Y.E.S., I Can Field 
Trip 
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        I was very excited to go and visit Dr. Henry Lee’s Forensic Laboratory at the 
University of New Haven. As we pulled into the parking lot my excitement only grew 
because there was a whole building dedicated to the forensics lab. I was taken slightly 
off guard because I thought it was going to be an actual lab, instead I was greeted with 
more of a museum set up, it was similar to the “Museum of Science” located in Boston, 
and possessed the same interactive qualities. On this trip I learned about forensic 
science and how the tiniest thing a be a clue, from weapons to bullet casings. I also 
discovered that by shining different color lights we are able to see fingerprints and 
liquids the naked eye would be blind to. Once again similar to Eastern Connecticut 
State University I was very surprised by the University Of New Haven. Before today I 
don't even know it existed and it is home to a very impressive forensics program and 
engineering school. After listening to the presentation from admissions I was very 
excited. It seems like the school is expanding and introducing new programs every year! 
This college should be described as a diamond in the rough, although it appears to just 
be some random collage it is in fact a prestigious learning experience for all of its 
students. Next year I might consider going on a full tour to explore the campus and see 
what other interesting opportunities New Haven University has to offer. 

 

By John Alex               
Linde Y.E.S., I Can Field Trip Field Trip 
 
    When we arrived at Linde, we were greeted by very polite people who brought us in 
and got us ready. As we walked in, I saw the name of the company and was very 
confused by it. We were supposed to go to Praxair, not Linde. The staff would later 
explain that Praxair and The Linde Group had merged their companies. 
    This new company was now called Linde. I was shocked that such two big 
companies had merged and there was no recognizable confusion. When we started, we 
were given more information about the merger by Dana Donohue, Global Branding 
Director, and how she handled the situation. I think I can learn a lot from her and her 
actions. She told us how when she first heard about the merger, she was really upset. 
She loved Praxair and her job, and she didn’t want it to change. She was really agitated, 
but with time, she learned that change was a good thing. She became friends with The 
Linde Groups employees and realized that she also liked things about The Linde Group 
itself. She also realized that The Linde Group and Praxair had really similar values. 
After learning so much, she actually loved the new company, Linde, as well. This taught 
me to turn any bad thing that comes my way into something positive, like Dana did. I 
also learned to embrace change and to not be afraid of trying something new. This 
realization will help me considerably because if I ever feel bad, I will always find 
something good about my situation. 
    Next, we were given a demonstration of one of the company’s products, liquid 
nitrogen. We were shown how powerful the substance is, it froze many things and 
changed the properties of others. I was Impressed. Emerging Tech Director John 
Sirman was the one who showed us this, he was very adept at handling the product. 
Our next lesson was taught by Melissa Mejia, from HR Communications, and she gave 
a presentation on what not to post on social media. We also participated in a group 
activity to create our own list. My group with Cecelia, Rachana and myself won first 
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prize. The prize was a $10 Starbucks gift card. It strengthened my social behavior on 
social media. Later we would go outside to see one of the gas trucks that the company 
uses. Every part of it was modern and very high tech, I was impressed. I also liked that 
outside, there were solar panels that gave fuel to electric cars. After all the 
presentations, we were given some final word by Vanessa Abrahams-John, Chief 
Diversity Officer, and were given lunches. 
    I really enjoyed my trip to Linde because it as so fun. I saw and heard many 
wonderous things. I am truly grateful for the opportunity that I had received and for 
meeting the very nice people at Linde. It was a very amazing experience to learn about 
the world’s largest gas company. 

By Samuel Wulff-Andersen 
UCONN-Avery Point I Can Field Trip Field Trip 
        I woke up feeling excited. I could not wait to go on a boat ride. I quickly got ready 
to go to the bus. It was really early in the morning; I was tired as soon as the bus 
started. I ended up falling asleep; but I felt much better when I woke up. It was kind of 
cool to ride the bus when it was dark outside. Later on, the sun was shining and more 
cars were out on the road. When we got close to Avery Point, we could see the Long 
Island Sound; it was so wide and long. 
        As we got to the main entrance, one of the students guided us to see one of the 
buildings. The student was a girl and she first showed us an old police station; it looked 
like a small version of Snowhite’s house. Next she brought us inside a mansion that 
belonged to the university. It was amazing. I learned a fun fact that the mansion was 
owned by a rich couple somewhere in the 1800s. After that, the tour guide showed us 
inside of Avery Point’s fitness center. There were stairs that lead us to the fitness 
machines. We were on the second floor and we could see the swimming pool below us. 
In addition, there was a basketball court on the other side of the building; it was pretty 
big. 
        It was time to go on the boat. We were taken to a building in front of the marines. 
There was a man who gave us safety instructions which included all of us to put on life 
jackets. He then lead us to the boat; it was awesome. It was my first time going on a 
boat that is used to go out in the sea. I was surprised to see all of the nets hanging on 
the edge. We were all seated on the benches and the boat started moving. The man 
attached a rope to a box with a dead fish; he was going to catch some crabs. He put in 
the water and waited a few minutes. When he pulled the rope back up, the box was full 
of crabs. The man took some crabs out and explained to us how to tell whether they 
were male or female. He then had us do it; I did not do because I was scared of getting 
pinched. Later, a woman had us do some activities; I got to measure how deep the 
bottom was using a special kind of anchor. I also got to determine the color of the water 
using a special kind of scale. After that, the man caught some rays, squids, and fish. He 
showed us what the bottom of the ray looked like. 
        At the end of the field trip, we had lunch at Avery Point’s cafe. I had crispy chicken 
sandwich with ranch and a fountain drink. When we got back home, I told my mom all 
about the things we got to touch. 

By Rachana Somaskandan 
WCBS-Radio Y.E.S., I Can Field Trip 
The visit to Entercom and WCBS in New York taught me about how the radio industry 
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works and how many layers there are to successfully producing radio shows. Before the 
trip I knew next to nothing about how radio worked, but was able to learn a lot about the 
WCBS station and the other stations in the studio. 
The first thing that shocked me was the amount of radio stations there were in just two 
floors of a building.  It then later made sense why there were multiple near each other, 
because there were some stations that did not require as much space or as many 
people working on them like the alternative station compared to the sports or the news 
station. I thought there was an extremely large number of stations at Entercom, but I did 
not know they were all owned by the same company. During the Q and A session, 
realizing that there were a lot more radio stations in New York really opened my eyes to 
how big radio still is.  
The trip also showed me the variety of things you can talk about in radio without having 
to get a specific degree for each of them. You can talk about sports, news, or control 
music depending on what you are most interested in doing. Hearing that the Internet 
and podcasts did not bring the use of radio down significantly was also interesting, since 
they worked to adapt to the new situation and provide more reliable information. 
The way the news station is set up is fascinating to me. I did speculate that radio 
stations used Waze or something similar to track accidents, but the fact that they also 
had 1 or 2 people constantly looking through traffic cameras was surprising, because it 
shows how constant the information flow is and how sometimes the station can be 
quicker than people calling to report an accident. The cell phone user data they get from 
google seems useful too, by seeing speeds of people in cars they can report 
traffic  more accurately. The experience I had at WCBS and the other radio stations we 
visited was really informative. It seemed like a really great career for someone who 
wanted to talk about sports, news, etc. but did not want to be on TV. The technology 
aspect of it was also interesting, I did not know how much radio hosts worked with the 
audio while talking. 
By Ross Relator 
PepsiCo Y.E.S., I Can Field Trip 
 
Visiting PepsiCo was a familiar but refreshing experience by which my parents work in 
the IT (Information Technology) side in PepsiCo and all I really hear about is about IT 
and the issues they have within it. Looking at the business and marketing side of 
PepsiCo was a nice break and it was very interesting. Matt Rossi and Luke are 
relatively new members of the PepsiCo family in which they have been working there for 
about a year, who brought liveliness to the presentation. Speaking to these younger 
workers was a relatable experience in which they are recently out of college and they 
know what is like to explore the career world. Looking at their college experience in 
which Luke didn't know what he wanted to do in college but all he knew was that he 
wanted to work with food. He majored in marketing and he wanted to work with food 
and what place is perfect for his parameters: Pepsi. He talked about how when you 
think of a blue can you think of Pepsi, something that is unapologetic in your life and he 
connected that when he was talking about the correlation between Pepsi and the VMAs. 
What was also interesting was about how he talked about when was working with 
Bubbly and Target in collaboration with the LGBTQ community. It was very fascinating 
learning the flexibility and versatility within these jobs. Matt Rossi is part of the 
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marketing and business side in PepsiCo in which he was on the team which branded 
the Mountain Dew Game Fuel. They sponsored an EA sports team called Optic at the 
Call of Duty Championships and they made about 2000 cans of Game fuel with the 
team members sketched on them and it was really interesting to see the spectrum of 
how far the Pepsi brand has expanded. PepsiCo is not only diverse in its staff, but also 
their fields and each one works with one another to create a product that is more than 
just Pepsi. Overall, PepsiCo seemed to have a job fit for anyone whether it is marketing, 
IT, or finance. 

 

1st Annual AMBYESE Scientific Lab Symposium 

The symposium provided an overview of emerging opportunities and benefits 
of pursuing a Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematical (STEM) related 
undergraduate degree. The symposium also familiarized college-bound 
students (who possess above average aptitudes in science and mathematics) 
to the emerging careers in natural/life science available to them within the 
public and private sectors by electing to pursue an undergraduate degree 
majoring in natural/life science. 

Students who attended the symposium heard from a distinguished panel of 
STEM professionals from the business and healthcare sectors. WCBS -Radio 
News 88’s News and Program Director as well as the  CIA - Central Intelligence 
Agency made presentations. 

AMBYESE’s Schedule of Events for 2020 

• Scientific Lab Symposium, at UCONN-Stamford on Saturday, March 21, 2020 
from 10am until 3pm. 

• Y.E.S., I Can Online College-Prep Program- Orientation at UCONN-Stamford, on 
Saturday, August 1, 2020 from 11:30am until 1pm. 

• Online classes starts on August 3 and finishes on August 14. Classes start at 
8am finish at 3:30pm 

• Commencement at UCONN-Stamford on Saturday, August 22, 2020 from 11am 
until 12:30pm 

• The 37th AMBYESE Conference at UCONN-Stamford on Saturday, November 
14, 2020 from 10am until 3pm. 

 

https://www.ambyese.org/about-ambyese-programs 

 

 

Conference Presenter and Affiliate Biographies 
 

https://www.ambyese.org/about-ambyese-programs
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Esperanza Teasdale 

PepsiCo Demand Xcelerator 
Senior Director of Shopper Marketing  
700 Anderson Hill Road, Purchase NY 10577 
esperanza.teasdale@pepsico.com 

 

 

 

MY WORK WITH PEPSICO:   
She is currently the Senior Director of Shopper Marketing for PepsiCo Demand Xcelerator.  
Esperanza leads the shopper marketing for the national customers and sets the “opt-in” 
strategy and plans that will multiply key customer growth.  She has been in role since March 
2015.   She is an award winning marketer including internal and external recognition. 
Esperanza has an extensive history at Pepsi Beverages Company and began her career as a 
Brand Manager in 2003.  Over the past 12 years she has demonstrated excellence in a range of 
roles, most recently as the Senior Director of Shopper Marketing for small format where her 
team won 3 vendor awards at 7-Eleven.  She was also the Senior Director of Pepsi, Propel and 
held various other roles across Lipton and Sierra Mist. 
Esperanza started her career as an Industrial Engineer at Unilever where she worked for 5 years 
in manufacturing/operations in a bakery for Arnold bread.  She then moved to a district sales 
manager role selling bakery products which led to her first regional marketing role.  From there 
she continued her career in marketing across various brands and innovations. 
MY CURRENT ROLE: 
Within my current role I have the privilege of leading the new DX shopper marketing team for 
national customers, focused on understanding customer strategies & priorities to influence the 
creation of shopper marketing “opt-in” plans.  
A LITTLE BIT ABOUT ME:   
Esperanza is married to Jeff Teasdale and has two children Patrick 12 and Isabella 10 and 
resides in Stamford, CT.  She enjoys traveling and spending time with family.  She is a graduate 
from Rutgers University, College of Engineering and The University of Connecticut, MBA. 
 

 

 

Spiro Milas (guidance counselor) 
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 Spiro Milas was born in Yonkers, New York. He 

has a Master’s Degree in Guidance and Counseling 

from the College of New Rochelle. He has been a 

Guidance Counselor at Westhill High School since 

2006 and has been a proud liaison between Westhill 

High School and AMBYESE since 2008. 

 
Kate Mitchell is a Junior at Immaculate High School in Danbury, 
CT.  She is interested in the sciences with a particular focus on 
animal science.  Horses have been her life since she was 5 years 
old.  Once she was put on a horse, she felt a special bond with the 
animal. She has volunteered at barns caring for horses, and now 
works weekends at an Equine farm working with horses and 
learning about the science behind the horse care. She would like 
to have her own business and work with horses when she done 
with college.  Kate is a strong student, averaging 3.0+ with science 
being her best subject.  She is looking to continue to pursue a 
science path in college.   

 

Kate is active in her community and has received the Presidential Volunteer 
Service Award for the last 3 years. She is the student leader of the Midnight run, which 
delivers clothing and food to the homeless of New York City.  She participated in the 
Rotary Club Youth Leadership program which takes a team approach at coming up with 
solutions to world problems; and has been an active member of her parish through altar 
serving and youth group participation, She was granted a Knights of Columbus 
Scholarship for her service.    
 

In addition to her love of horses and riding, Kate is an active swimmer on her 
high school team and made SWCs for her backstroke.  She also plays tennis, loves 

reading and book discussions.   

Caroline M. Gulati, MD 

Dr. Gulati grew up in Vermont and has trained at a variety of prestigious 

institutions. She is proficient at treating the more common pulmonary 

diseases such as COPD, asthma and pneumonia but has also spent a large 

amount of her training in managing patients with pulmonary fibrosis, lung 

manifestations of connective tissue diseases, and patients on chemotherapy 

or other immunosuppressants. Dr. Gulati moved to Connecticut and joined 

Pulmonary Associates of Stamford (now affiliated with Stamford Health 

Medical Group) after her fellowship in 2014, along with her husband, who 

is also a physician. Together they have three daughters. She enjoys having a 
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close relationship with her patients and believes in frequent follow-ups and communication with 

her patients and their other physicians. 

Beverly B 

Beverly B. is the Northeast Regional Recruiter for the Central Intelligence Agency. She 
represents all divisions of the Agency in New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, Maine, Vermont, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire. Beverly began 
her Agency career 14 years ago. Since then, she has taken advantage of the 
opportunity to serve and collaborate with colleagues throughout the entire organization 
and the intelligence community as an analyst, federal mediator, investigator, political 
advisor, EEO advisor, and currently, as a Regional Recruiter. Beverly earned an 
undergraduate degree from Hampton University, and a law degree from Howard 
University. 
 

Colin J. Parris, Ph.D. 
 

Colin J. Parris, Ph.D is a GE officer and a member of the AMBYESE Board 

of Directors 

Please take a moment to view the below video titled: “Minds and 

Machines: Meet a Digital Twin” 

Minds and Machines: Meet a Digital Twin  

 

 

 

Bailey Brown 

Bailey Brown is a current Doctoral Candidate in Sociology at Columbia 

University. She also received her Master’s Degree and Masters of Philosophy 

Degree in Sociology from Columbia University. She received her 

undergraduate degree (Cum Laude) in Sociology from the University of 

Pennsylvania. Bailey’s senior thesis was awarded the E. Digby Baltzell Award 

for her work on low-income families in West Philadelphia. Bailey participated 

in the Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement program and the 

Leadership Alliance research program as an undergraduate. 

Bailey Brown is a Ford Foundation Fellow, a Paul F. Lazarsfeld Fellow and a 

MDRC doctoral fellow . During her time as a graduate student she has taught 

courses in Sociology of Education and interned for the Office of Work/Life, 

the Office of Multicultural Affairs and the Office of Academic Diversity. She has presented her 

work at numerous conferences across the United States and abroad. Bailey has also served as a 

coordinator for two sociology workshops including the Race, Ethnicity and Migration Workshop 

and the Wealth and Inequality Seminar Series. Bailey studies urban sociology, social 

stratification/inequality, race/ethnicity and education inequality and policy. Her dissertation 

focuses on school decision-making for parents across the socioeconomic spectrum in New York 

City. As a former AMBYESE student, Bailey continues to volunteer as program director for the 

organization. Each summer Bailey helps Y.E.S.,  I Can students with the transition from high 

school to college. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2dCz3oL2rTw
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Akibo Watson 

 Graduating from Woodlands High School in 

Greenburgh, NY, Akibo was a member of the 

AMBYESE Program from early on. Achieving an 

overall average GPA of 93, he attended the Notre 

Dame Psychology Summer Program in the summer of 

2014. That same summer, he traveled to Las Vegas to 

compete in the NAACP’s national biology competition, 

winning a silver medal for his research in neuroscience. 

In 2015 Akibo graduated, and after being accepted into 

multiple colleges, and ultimately decided to attend 

SUNY Binghamton University, where he participated 

in their pilot selective freshman research initiative 

where he continued his neuroscience research. During 

his sophomore year he switched majors to economics, 

rising to the presidency of the local chapter of the National Association of Black Accountants. 

Akibo graduated a semester early to take on a business development management role at 

Microsoft’s largest partner, SoftwareONE, and has recently changed jobs to go back to the 

financial services industry as an executive recruiter at the Madison Davis Group. 
 

John Sirman (presenter) 
Director, Emerging and External Technologies 
Praxair, Inc. 

John Sirman provides leadership for emerging technologies at Praxair, a 

leading industrial gas company serving diverse industries, including 

aerospace, chemicals, electronics, energy, healthcare and manufacturing, 

among others. John is responsible for identifying and analyzing innovative 

technologies that are developed into solutions for Praxair’s customers and 

drive growth for the company as well as reduce its costs. During his 20 years 

at Praxair, John’s work has spanned many products and end markets, including electronic 

materials and metal fabrication.  

John’s most recent areas of focus include identifying innovative technologies relating to 

concrete production utilizing carbon dioxide as well as the production of hydrogen gas from 

a renewable source and in a cost competitive manner. More broadly, John’s work comprises 

many disciplines and functions, including R&D, safety, environmental sustainability, quality 

control, productivity and M&A. John earned his Ph.D. in Electronic Ceramic Materials from 

Imperial College, London University, where he completed his undergraduate studies in 

Materials Science and Engineering. John also earned an M.B.A. from the State University of 

New York at Buffalo. 

Jayme Beckham  
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Jayme Beckham has been involved with the AMBYESE organization 

since 2008. She started her journey with AMBYESE as an 

English/Language Arts instructor in the YES I Can program, and later 

became an Education and Business Consultant. As of September 1, 2017, 

she will take on a new role within the organization, filling a seat on the 

AMBYESE Board of Directors. In the professional arena, Jayme has a 

background in Secondary Education with an English specialization, and 

earned her undergraduate degree in teaching from Western CT State 

University in 2006. She went on to pursue her master’s in Instructional 

Technology from WCSU, graduating in 2008, and immediately sought 

her 092/6th year Administrative Degree from Sacred Heart University, graduating in 2011. 

During her studies, she worked as an English teacher and Athletic Director at Bethel High 

School in Bethel, CT, and served as an English teacher at Danbury High School in Danbury, CT 

for one year before becoming an assistant principal for the CT Technical Education and Career 

System. She started at Platt Tech in Milford, CT, in 2014 and is currently filling the assistant 

principal role at Abbott Tech in Danbury, CT. Jayme is an avid sports fan and athlete, and played 

basketball at WCSU for the Lady Colonials from 2001 - 2005. She also coached basketball and 

soccer at Bethel High School from 2007 - 2011. Currently, she coaches girls’ basketball at 

Abbott Tech and serves on the CT Interscholastic Athletic Conference (CIAC) state basketball 

committee. Her passions include sports, fitness, reading, writing, working with her students, 

spending time with family and friends, traveling, and being a mom. She lives in Newtown, CT 

with her 8 year old son Liam and bulldog named Jabba. She is also a doctoral candidate for an 

Ed.D. in General Education from Northcentral University.  

Viktoria Wulff-Andersen (student) 
Viktoria Wulff-Andersen is tremendously excited to be playing the role of 

'mistress of ceremonies' and a speaker this year. A junior at Danbury High 

School, Viktoria is ranked second in her class and is a diligent student. Beyond 

academics, she plays numerous leadership roles throughout her school, such as 

being Editor-in-Chief of the Hatter's Herald, Vice President of the Model UN 

and the National English Honors Society, and more. Outside of school, she is a 

published writer and passionate violinist. She has been a member of the Y.E.S. 

I Can Program since the summer before her freshman year and fostered a sense 

of ambition and responsibility from the program. When she grows up, she 

aspires to be a criminal defense attorney and a freelance journalist. 

  

 

Anna Flaherty (student) 
Anna Flaherty is a high school sophomore at Immaculate High 
School. She challenges herself with honors classes and works hard 
to maintain Distinguished Honors. Anna also loves to play Soccer, 
Basketball, Tennis and is involved in her schools musical in the 
spring.  
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John Alex (student) 
 John Alex is a junior at Mount Vernon High School. He is an honors 
student that is active in his community. When he's not watching movies, 
he loves traveling and meeting new people along the way. He aspires 
to study microbiology in college and to pursue it as a career. 
 

 

 

 

Rachana Somaskandan (student) 
Rachana Somaskandan is a junior at Stamford High School. 
She is a hardworking honors student who volunteers to help 
her school, community, and important causes to her. She 
has a strong interest in the sciences, math, and visual arts. 
Rachana wants to pursue a chemical engineering degree 
and hopes to work in finding alternative energy solutions. 
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